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AimAim
The aim of this study was to show whether the
early diagnoses of the limited circulating tumor
cells can contribute to an effective treatment
of the disease with the already established
drugs used in chemotherapies.

MaterialsMaterials andand methodsmethods
There were studied: 38 patients with breast
cancer (men and women, stages I-IV), 21 men
with prostate cancer (stages I-IV) and 11
patients with colon cancer (men and women,
stages I-IV). The circulating tumor cells were
detected with flow cytometry, with the use of
specialised markers-antigens per cancer type.

ResultsResults
Breast cancer : 21% showed complete
response, 18% stable disease or partial
response and only 10% progress of disease.
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Fig.1 Illustration of the response percentage in chemotherapy, per stage, 
in breast cancer patients.
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Prostate cancer : 14% showed complete
response, 19% stable disease or partial
response and only 5% showed progress of
disease.
Colon cancer : 9% showed complete
response, 27% stable disease or partial
response and 18% showed progress of

ConclusionConclusion

response and 18% showed progress of
disease.
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Εικ.2  Detection of circulating tumor cells with flow cytometry 
in breast cancer patients.
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ConclusionConclusion
It was observed that the early detection of
circulating tumor cells as well as the treatment
of the disease with chemotherapeutic agents at
its early stage, has a significant contribution to
the effective treatment of the disease.

progress of disease

Illustration of the response percentage in chemotherapy, per stage, 
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